
Annual Report of activities of Friends of Honduras for 2012

Our year started out with a flurry of activity to prepare for our trip down to Honduras at
the end of January. We gathered up medical supplies, toys, clothing, school supplies, and
anything else we could carry, as well as continue to collect cash donations from all kinds
of sources. Many individuals and some businesses graciously donated to the cause. I
think we all quite amazed at the shear volume of the donations. It was a challenge to
figure out how we would get all the stuff in our luggage. David, Iris, Heather, and Bob
were all going down this time round.
After a ‘night-to-remember’ and a jaw clenching landing in Tegucigalpa, we were
whisked through the customs by two ladies that had been sent for us by Leda. We
literally loaded our gear on a dolly, cleared through custom in a private line and then all
of us walked past the customs inspection site without barely stopping. The inspectors
were told we needed to go and that all the stuff we were bringing into the country was for
the children. Out the door we went and into a four-wheel drive that Ever had ready for us.
Off to Leda’s for lunch! Feb.1st we headed up to the school to see what was needed and
what the school would like to get done. Because the school year didn’t actually
Start till Monday, Feb.06/12, we thought we would be wandering around an empty
schoolyard. Surprise again! About 80 parents and students had heard we would be there
and had assembled to greet us. They had created an archway over the entry to the school
and had covered it in palm branches and fuchsia coloured bougainvillea flowers. There
were Canadian flags all over the place…. And did I mention lots of happy kids! We,
including me, had to sing the Canadian national anthem, which was followed by
everyone else singing the Honduran national anthem. Lots of speeches, songs, etc…..
Very emotional!

We finally had a tour of the school and a look at the things that needed to be done.
Over the remaining time we had we would O.K. the removal of an old damaged
classroom and have a new larger one built, get 50 new desks made up and arrange to get
kindergarten chairs made up by the same welder, buy needed books and some supplies,
replace the tops on the kindergarten desks, buy cleaning supplies, paint, replacement
florescent light bulbs, get plumbing repairs done to the water distribution and drainage
system, bought and distributed backpacks c/w school supplies (donated by Rigo) and
bought another set of backpacks for next year, gave out clothing that Heather had brought
down from Canada, gave toys to the kindergarten kids, and bought and gave out navel
oranges to the kid’s on our last trip up to the school. We were also able to give the school
a couple of Level 1 first aid kits from Columbia Safety Supplies, located here in Victoria,
as well as some miscellaneous medical and dental supplies donated by generous people
living in Victoria.

We were also able to visit Macueliso, a mountain community that we have gone
up to in past trips to Honduras. We had mentioned to Leda that we would like to buy food
and make up packages to give out to the people. Once again, Leda had a better plan….
she would look after getting some food packets made up for us, all we would have to do
is give them out. So, loaded down with 100 food packets, a large bale of clothing Leda
supplied, gift bags that Nadine, Heather, and Deb White (a friend of David’s) made up,
and the remaining stuffed toys, we headed up the mountain. I think that there must be a



population explosion underway… there were far more people there than we had
estimated. A young women who was the leader of a local Christian youth group got
everyone in family groups so we could make sure the food was distributed fairly. Barely
enough but I think we made it! So much need, so little to give out. It seemed like a drop
in the bucket, but we know it was appreciated.

On Feb. 09/12 we went into an inner city medical clinic to give them the small
amount of medical and dental supplies that were graciously provided from here in
Victoria. It is my understanding that Rigo had undertaken to have this medical clinic
rebuilt as it had been in a very bad state of repair. The doctor told us one of the things
that they needed were   oxygen masks for kids. Without them it is hard to deliver oxygen
to the many children that come in with breathing difficulties. They would also like to
include a small lab at the clinic so that they could get results back from tests done on
patients in a timelier manner than what is available under the present circumstances.
Something else that we could possible help supply.

We also met a courageous widow who was raising her family of four in pretty
tough circumstances. One of her children had already graduated from the school and she
had her graduation picture displayed proudly on the wall of her dirt-floored house. She
could not afford the cost of school uniforms, but the school had allowed her kids to attend
anyway. We decided that that would be a good investment of our personal money, so the
children now have school uniforms and can fit in with the rest of the school population.
We also went out and bought her a load of groceries. It seems such a small and short-
lived solution to a big problem. We hope it helps a little and gives her hope for the future.

At this time, the school seems to be in good hands. Raoul, the principal, appears
to love his job and the kids he watches over. Suyapa, the parent rep who donates her time,
seems ever ready to help out where needed, and certainly helped us out at every turn.
There are five teachers, plus the principal (who also teaches), for the approximately 190
kids….. They have their hands full! We were able to give each teacher a small gift of
appreciation (funded personally, not through the charity) for the work they are doing. Part
of that gift was made up of cash donated by a couple from here in Victoria specifically
for that purpose. The trip went well, and I would like to say a great big thank you to all
who participated in giving generously to this cause and in allowing us who went to have a
fantastic and successful trip!

The rest of the year went by rather quietly. A few more donations were received,
and a number of failed attempts were made to find out how much money we had left in
Honduras for future needs. Towards the end of the year we did get a request from Leda to
supply shoes and uniforms for the children at the school for the following year. Once we
could find out what we had left with Leda, we would be able to make those decisions in
the New Year.

Thanks again go to all on our board for all their hard work, and persevering when
progress seemed to slow to a crawl. Let’s look forward to this next year and possibilities
the Lord will give us to work together with our partners in Honduras for our kids at the
school in Retiro and the families in the surrounding communities.


